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A little later than the documents referred to
above, an Antwerp Hanseatic alderman wrote that
he saw no hope for their body, and that the debts
were of such a nature, so numerous, so onerous,
that within twenty-four hours the representatives of
the factory might be arrested, and the factory itself
put up for sale. This piece of news did arouse
the apathy of the cities. Indeed it created such
alarm that even Cologne showed itself disposed
to pay the stipulated taxes faithfully and regularly,
within the course of the ensuing years. Unfortu-
nately however at the point to which the Hansa had
come, this tax which was levied on goods proved
fatal to the Hanseatic commerce, already crippled by
other custom dues, while it assured an ever-increasing
advantage to their two commercial rivals, the English
and Dutch. It was in consequence of these heavy
duties, too, that many a Hansa citizen renounced of
his own free will the liberties that had come to cost
so dear.

The Hansa Diet could see no remedy save in their
old traditional measures. These import duties they
insisted must be paid by the towns, and to insure
this they established payment stations in divers
localities of the Low Countries, such as Dortrecht
and Amsterdam. But all these efforts failed to bring
about the needful result, and the chief alderman at
Antwerp was menaced with imprisonment. Indeed,
it is said he was actually confined for some while.

In sore straits, the Hansa resolved to confide the
administration of its Antwerp factory to a manager
and  a secretary chosen  from the town of Cologne,
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